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Self-assembled NIRF/MRI Dual-modality Contrast Agents for

Rat Bone Stem Cell (RBMSC) Tracking
Liu Hong'?, Tan Yan’, Han Ya-li', Wang Zhi-yong’
(1. School of Chemical Engineering and Light Industry, Guangdong University of Technology, Guangzhou 510006, China;
2. Shenzhen Institute of Advanced Technology, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Shenzhen 518055, China)

Abstract: In order to combine the advantages of magnetic resonance imaging ( MRI) with near-infrared
fluorescence ( NIRF) imaging, a dual-modality contrast agent is prepared based on MRI and NIRF,
which could be used for labeling and tracking rat bone mesenchymal stem cells (RBMSCs). Superpara-
magnetic iron oxide (SPIO) nanocrystals are prepared by Fe(acac)3, 1,2-hexadecanediol, oleic acid,
and oleylamine via thermal decomposition method, which posses monodisperse property and uniformly
size. Then the contrast agents are used for magnetic resonance imaging ( MRI) and near-infrared fluores-
cence (NIRF) imaging by wrapping the SPIO nanocrystals and IR-780 dye with stearic acid-modified
polyethylenimine ( stPEI) self-assembly. Transmission electron microscopy ( TEM) and dynamic light
scattering ( DLS) are used to characterize the size and zeta potential, and MRI and IVIS Spectrum System
used to characterize the imaging capability. The result shows that the contrast agents are reasonably nano-
sized and positively charged. Moreover, the dual-modality contrast agent has showed effective bio and im-
aging compatibility for labeling and tracking rat bone mesenchymal stem cells (RBMSCs) both in vitro
and in vivo.
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dality contrast agent; stem cell
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PEAEK, T A MG ) 12 H W T 4% BB
ORI F RN B % SO L0 Ry | B 2251 Ko
SR AU AY AR A S e e 7S B T 40
L AR 55 e S R A3 A RE 5 S5 0 S T 4552
STES LI RANMIA T 38 B K T B 4
LT A SEE AAR A  RE R IE S AL HEAT IR YT (H R
S5F RO B 5 1 AR B T, AT 2 BUS 260
AN M AE A N 1 23 A A B8l 285 T0 ¥ E AT A R0 0L
. R W R IR YT rh R 75 0 & — e 4% Fnm] L
UF 005 ¥ DA XA A A0 M A TR R B SR T
WA

SRS R E R ARG RN S 5
A PR Bk A 0 23 - AT TC A Y 2 I AR W
Z2. R, IZHAR e 1) 2 W AL T AT SE Y I
PRI, B B LR RS & 1 731 R G0
FOARE , DTS 7 X6F £ 4% P B 5 L 5 o iod 7
(OB 5 SE IO A H I, B4R MU1R (mag-
netic resonance imaging, MRI) Fl 3T £1. 4 5% Y& i 1%
( near-infrared fluorescence, NIRF) 7 R4 72 W
TFAMIARICRURER 953 T8 Ho MRIHA
AR B3 SR UL B TR AR N 1 A2 AL, B 2 ]
SIPRARE TCRRT RS AR /N LR AT A 4 1
Sl = 4 i ) A A A R i i W A R AE A
P BRI, HRT 2 BRI 2 B B K R
SN GEE S WS, B2 Wik B kvt
55 S ARME SR AT BRAR A9 16 (438 BR AR AH
MRI, NIRF [ 000% K4 F 700 ~1 000 nm 2 J&] , 7
e B BBl AR AR B B 2H R O, HAEA:
WAL 2 B E ] HIE 4 ~ 10 em, X {15 NIRF
R b BRAR A S T 2

ZE BT, A HEKE MRI 1 52 50— i s A1k
4k ( superparamagnetic iron oxide, SPIO) 444 % - Fll
NIRF 35250 IR-780 73 A HL4s 65 &k, I e —Fh
T MRI F NIRF BUAR 0 SURE 3 5% 7], 4 R I 1
FO LM% 5 7 B b R i o e 17 PR R
AWFFEIFIE T MRI I NIRF US55 5T, il
1B R IR (stearic acid, st) & 4 i 3R £ 4 0 J¥
( polyethylenimine, PEI) X35 43— (stPEL) , i 15 3 57
K B AL G K /Y SPIO FT TR-780, il 4 1 MU RS
52 stPEI-SPIO/TR-780 , 4 H A X0 K Bl B i ]
FEB T2 (rat bone stem cell, RBMSC) HJARICHITE
A P MBS A A

1 HRSTE

1.1 NEEEFFIHE B ERIE
1.1.1 SPIO #54- &

SR FH IR A 12 6 B SPIO G oK B0k . 2 IR S
MK[ 161777 ,8 nm SPIO 4Kk A A SR 40 F - |
SRR B Z BN B ER (TID) (2 mmol) (1,2-+7%
Bt —WE (10 mmol) IR (6 mmol ) F1 9-+ /Ui fiiz (12
mmol ) 737 % TR 1k (20 mL) v, B T I0K 4
PRI IR ZE 300 C I 1 b, ]2 BETI0E e =0T )
HUEIIE © g Hh RIFHE SPIO 44K 50k .

1.1.2 stPEI-SPIO/IR-780 &4,

H1 T 5K Y SPIO 4K ks #1 IR-780 Joik H #%
TR, 7 X HE AT BB M J5 AT L S A
YL AR SCR I RE AR TR 165 1 1) 58 £ S ( stPET)
XPHAB M. ¥ e L stPEL, 2 JSCHR (17 1071«
TAPRIPR L1, 1B RE K (CDI) ¥ T oK S 0
H ARG IMARE IR IR , 25 il i AL R IR IR AR AL 2 h,
FEIEALREAR R A PET Hh, 253 SO 24 h AR B st
PEIL, H1UK & Tk T V€ 42 46, ¥4 stPEL (20 mg) , SPIO
(10 mg) FI IR-780 (20 mg) & T AR A,
TERE A T B MR AKAR R b 35 KT 24 b TigzE
10 min, 152 7=4) stPEI-SPIO/IR-780.

1.1.3  #&nlix

K TEM S8 Bt BURLAR | 0 B 9 2R AE , 112K
L 200 KV, BCRA% A 25 000 . SR 8l 80
AU & 58 ( Dynamic Light Scattering, DLS; Zetasizer
Nano system, th/R3C, SE[E] ) X HOR AR BEA T 4 , 004
SRR R 25°C , SPIO 1 stPEI-SPIO/IR-780 4 i,
H6 TR (KCPS) 43 31y 237. 8 i 120. 7. 17 1
I R MRT X st 78 A GEA 74600, /N 3l ) = 48 L1 5
Hi(1VIS, Xenogen, CA, SE & ) X HOG 2 iR BE 1
. GOKRFRH BE - B s g i 18] (T2 ) Fl il
K 3T ag s 98 (MR) #3451 ( Magnetom Trio Tim,
Siemens Healthcare , &[5 ) 5% N #4700, 7512
BN W JE R (slice thickness, SL) 2 2.5 mm,
B & 5} [8] ( repetition time, TR) /7 1 500 ms , [A] 5% B} [A]
(echo tiem, TE) & 17 ~ 170 ms. g7 X 2@ S5
T OB BN AN [ AR BE (mmol ) R Y TE (R4
th. Al NIRF R ARE Jid s TVIS Sk , il 24
NP PEFE 680 nm , $EZ Py 780 nm.

1.2 XRZSEFFI AR R

B SEH G S 7 R TERR 1T RBMSC i A Hh 1%

Fr I )X G RICR A2 0R , Bt 4 ASIFR] 2051
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24 h 48 h 96 F1120 h. 25K % 5 x 10° 4~ RBMSC
S5EREEWE N 1 ug/ml fY stPEI-SPIO/IR-780
GUOKRURLI R TR AL T 4 b, SR 5 TIBEIR R 22 vy
& ( phosphate buffer solution, PBS) JEW K, Bk &
10% i 4= 1ML %5 ( fetal bovine serum, FBS) ) DMEM
( Dulbecco’s modification of Eagle’s medium) F12 J}%3%
55, DUGR 24 h f 1RGSR I A BT I 21 i 1] 5
i) RBMSC, 718, #8300 wl PBS iR A5 45
300 L 1. 5% BEASHEEEC A SR A, vk bl v 2 5E
[, B AR B T2 AR [RI A4S Bl I R 3T MR
$5(SL 2 2.5 mm, TR Y 3 000 ms,TE %y 21 ~ 159
ms ) 1. TVIS il 5 NIRF /85008
1.3 MREEFFIHE N ERHR
ZIRIRIN LT 45 T HEAT /N B P 5236, D[R]
By JEE 19 StPEI-SPIO/TR-780 5 RBMSC 03 4 h.
F PBS PJ5 , B O TR 1 x 10° 4 SR I5 4083 50 pl
PBS t, DAR] A% B FA TR A AR i RBMSC Ry =5
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(GINEYSEIESS A & IR TNy i)

xR SER A S T/ NR AT TR RALIA , 25 ST F /N
A S BRILA. 24h J5 647 MRT (TR 3% 2,500 ms;
TE 2 49 ms, SL % 1.0 mm) 1 IVIS $4.

2 RBERREIH
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ST UMD ARAG o3 WP 4 T RORAE L B 5 18 RAR Y
UORBURL. H AT SPIO 2L 1Y & i F2 2R T #Ar
fiikt ™ TR R IR AR K B B I I
W ARSCRA T ik, 18 1 (a) AR RIEE SPIO
AR 0 B4k, B SPIO KLEE#44 57,10 nm
ZEAT ) SPIO (& L4 22 , LR B RIRi 42 10. 2
+2.462 nm [ £ 435 £ PDI ( polydispersity in-
dex) 247 0.265. & 1(b) 3k SPIO 4Kk 7 TEM [, %
HBT ] 5 1Y SPIO RiAR Y — | dh YA I3 B A
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Fig.1 Characterization of SPIO and stPEI-SPIO/IR-780 nanocrystles
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Al AB 1l L3R B KA. AR SR T StPEL Sy 52
TS PR 9], FLi /K i 5 SPIO 3% 1T B i /K B 25 5, 4%
AT R B T R 2 7K S AT BA AR AT, R T 4 T K
%tk stPEL-SPI0/IR-780 44K Ki -, 167K H A5 AR 4F )
SYECTT. ANIEL 1 (e) i, DLS B0 e kL A2 728 Ak i FE
R R B e KR A%k 39. 54 16 nm (PDI =
0.373) , KiAR ERFEA ARG, LEGE T AED IR ic.
ANTR] 2 187 FE SO N A BRI 1(d) B, B4k
%% 11 StPEI-SPIO/IR-780 44 >k ki ¥ 2 i Hi i Ky
+55mV X 5 PEL 4747 K i IE B AHAF A

[ A i 5 Y SPIO 9 K345 —FE , Bk It
(2 IE YL TR-780 , K F VRS X AR P i s K.
PRI, Bl IR-780 i AN fig BL 4% I T A= 2 si v,
% stPEL &1 f) SPIO A1 IR-780 ¥4 R 44
FHZS M, I FLRE A% AR 1 b R 240 i B30 1o 1 72 HL i W
SiLt £, I, 1615 5 5570 5 F #F A RBMSCH.
T34, stPEL-SPIO/TR-780 44 KA -tH i 1 M 6 Y

Rk & /(mmol-L™)

MRI FlIl NIRF JSAERCR . fEAN R4 T MRI (1) T2
kUG & 2 (a) ffa%, i stPEI-SPIO/IR-780 %
VI S R i, MRT 408, T2 R AR+
8, 1/T2 S8 ERLE M ELWE 2(b) FiR, st-
PEI-SPI0/IR-780 &/ K A%+ 1) 5th 15 % 35 51 121. 583
mmol ™' -+ 57! MU EE I R 1 A9 3 T R B AL 2 1Y
SPIO f T2 1 5% 7 Feridex g 2. [F#E, WK 2
(c) FI(d) firzn , A[n] IR-780 #k B I 21 AME R M
NIRF j 408 BE R 25 TR-780 ¥ B i 5 1M 45 5, IR-
780 Vi b, R (1 AR RE A (p -
s'eem™? - sr_l)/(p,W -em ) , FoHp, “p” & pho-
ton, Y&F; “sr” N steradian, BRI JF) . MAIARF st-
PEI-SPI0/IR-780 2>k ki ¥~ MRI FI NIRF A% & 5%
A W ¥R BEAROBPE | (22 stPEL &4 14 1) SPIO
F1IR-780 R 4745 & T MRI Fl NIRF SR I 52
LA T AR A R 9 5 T A P A

100 A
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K 0.0032 0.0063 0.0128 0.026

0.05

fi% [
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Fig.2 The imaging capacity of stPEI-SPIO/IR-780 nanocrystles
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(B AN 24 h 31 48 h, #Epric 41 ng MRI EG 555
RS, HAR [ REFE0E] R T2 {H M 24 h () 136. 8
ms FHEE 48 h 19 171. 2 ms WIE 3(b) iR, Bk 2
T NIRF 5t b 35 77 B ) 338 i sl A28
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TR, AR FR I (R] T 1) SR R N2 e RE(E,
1624 h I {Z 51k 2.603 x 10" (p » s~ = em™? -
st™' )/ (uW - em™?) 48 hFﬁ?& T B #)
8.376 x10°(p + s« em™? )/(MW em ™),
120 h Jﬁﬁﬁfﬁ/ﬁ%%i&%iﬁﬁn@ 3(c)M(d) By
7. FHXT T MRI,NIRF (9 BUIR SRI0AH 5h R . S5
H1, MR AR NIRF RGBSR X 1 5%
FIHe B B A M PE. XF T MRI, 44 K 0kz o 4, 22 1)
SPIO #iZ , F T2 AR50 B B, [, TR-780 1)
Sk 2 HotA 5 S (E s A bR S8 56 g
71 T 5 stPEI-SPIO/IR-780 W3 & J& Fiks 72 24 h i
2 A% 5 R fe B B 24 h 3] 48 h MRI 1 NIRF i
1R B R R A Qi ,48 h i) MRI il NIRF
1nm_ﬁ%ﬁs£lhﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ#ﬂﬂ“ {A 96 h J5,MRI {1 T2
;ﬁﬁn NIRF {55 C 221341 55 , JLH 2 MRI EI& 1
B D AR 5. iﬂjﬁEL M) FL R EH T
Fﬁiﬁ%ﬂﬂméﬁﬁﬁu,éﬂiﬁ@ﬂﬁf b 22 0 240 e e e A
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B4 Rl R T A FAE 24 ~48 h oy is
2.3 MWEBEZFBERRGEHER
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A AR IR B A% 8, H MRI I NIRF B4 AH B 9%
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AT & B E IR T 4 AR B RSN
G-I I 1 S ) R AR SO R FE SR W 1) 24 h m N
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AAEAES, A MRIEHR FBoR T 36 1E
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YORPUR L . MRI R F1 NIRF EZ 1R 41 4
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S5 1 AR ZAS R AR R HL , 33 Pl U 285 3t 5% 791 S 2 16
TREDIAY AT A5 BE. o MRI B8R HLA 28 () 43 HF R
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Fig.3 The imaging capacity of stPEI-SPIO/IR-780 nanocrystles versus different culture time
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Az IVIS EUR (R AL =1.34 x 107 (p - s ™' »em™ = sr™')/
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Fig.4 In vivo of stPEI-SPIO/IR-780 labeled RBMSC
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